20 Christmas Greetings x

The eternal [tfe that was with the Fathex
was made visible to us. - 1 John 1:2
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Without dispute, 2020 is an unforgettable year. The global
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is beyond enumeration.
Faced with this health crisis and the many uncertainties in
life, one can easily succumb to fear and despair. Yet, we as
God’s children, with faith in the Trinitarian God who is
Love, can serenely ride through this turbulent time. God
has revealed His great love for us by sending His only Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, into the world so that we might see
Him, believe in Him and have life through Him. Whoever
believes in the Name of the Son of God has this confidence
in Him that if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. So as God’s beloved children, let us turn to Him
in this time of misery. God is in fact calling all humanity to
trust Him and re-center our lives in Him who created us
out of love. Our Almighty God is our only hope, for only He
in His infinite goodness can change all evil into good and
death into life. May God in this holy Season celebrating His
Incarnation, grant us Peace and make us His worthy
children that keep His commandment of Love of God and
our neighbor!
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Since we learned about the coronavirus =,
spreading in China, we had increased our ¥ ||
prayers and supplications for all those ¥
affected. B AR ZBARERAE T HMA
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WA KR, In March this year,
following the public health guidelines hy R it
and those from the Archdiocese of : .
Toronto, we suspended all public celebration of the Eucharist in
our Chapel. For us, cloistered nuns, the experience of lockdown
was not as difficult as the absence of in-person daily Eucharistic

411 celebration, since solitude is very much
apart of our life. Thank God that in the
daily online Mass and Communion
Service we were able to continue to
receive Jesus Christ in His most visible
s ) form in the Blessed Sacrament. For
Sundays and feast days we were blessed to have Fr. Dominic Borg,
OCD to celebrate Mass for us. A4 = H, #
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Even with the lockdown, our
community  still  celebrated By el |
privately with great solemnity F e
the Holy Week liturgies and all (7 *~ "Jh
the other major feasts. In all our

- Novena prayers and Masses we 1mplored
God’s special blessing and protection
upon all our families, friends and
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On August 27, our community was blessed that Fr. Dominic
Borg, OCD retired and moved into our
guest house to be our Chaplain . Since then, S8
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist has
resumed in our Chapel, though we contin-
ue to close our Chapel to the public until the == e
pandemic is over. In September, when some official restrictions
were lifted, we invited a few more priest friends to come back to
celebrate Mass for us. It is truly wonderful to have daily Mass
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Father Dominic is a scriptural scholar. The sharing of his
knowledge and insight on the word
of God is his first and greatest
passion. Though inside the enclo-
sure, using Zoom, we are also able £
to attend his online Bible Study for &
thelay people. Fr DominicZ—1L §
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His second passion is carpentry. Utilizing the carpentry
+ skills he learned from his father as a
| child in Malta and the great number
! of tools and equipment he brought
£ A= with him, he finished a few of our
'@ repairs within a very short time. .
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We believe gardening should be his third passion. No less,
we were the happy recipients of the copious beans, green

; beppers, squash and tomatoes produced
y from his tiny vegetable garden. % fFi48 &
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Father’s baptismal name is Joseph. We wonder if we
should call him Elijah instead, since a crow :

has been befriending him at his new home. |
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The garage where we kept our ground-keeping equipment
had been infested with squirrels for some years. Weighing the
: fire risk of the electric wire that the
I T squirrels had chewed up and the many
' other difficult maintenance issues, we
o decided to replace it with a bigger and
' stronger Quonset hut. It was sad to see
thlS old garage, a labor of love that ou
friends built for us, being torn down. A4 | 3
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Thanks be to God the new steel building was completed as
~ planned. Now half of it is for our
tractors and the other half is set up
as our new St. Joseph’s workshop
where Father Dominic can do his

carpentry work.
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We are very grateful to God that all the Sisters
are doing fine this year. Sr. Teresa tripped and
fell in the Choir in September but thank God
she recovered very quickly. As a precaution, she
is now using a walker. & f3E % Bt K £ 44
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On May 13, 2020 our postulant received the holy habit and her
new religious name is Sr. Rebecca Marie Therese of the
Blessed Trinity and of the Holy Face of ;
Jesus. It was a joyous occasion. We
regretted that her family was not able
to attend due to the lockdown. They
finally came later when the restrictions
were lifted.
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Though our Sisters worked very hard on our vegetable garden,
: 3§ this year the harvest was not as satisfac-
tory as in the past years. Our farmer’s
ye 2 organic farm had a difficult start with a
&% dry spell this
i IS B BsReN Spring. Yet, God
brought forth a bountiful harvest in the
Fall. Together with our neighbor and
friends, we joyfully helped ourselves
with all kinds of delicious organic
Vegetables like pumpklns splnach kale, £
o b beets, corlander rutaba-

% . ga, green onions and bok
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For 1rr1gat10n during future dry spells, our farmer dug a pond
@ on our farmland. It
was amazing to
4 watch how over a
&% few months’ time the natural springs
and rainwater ﬁlled up the pond to its rim. % ¥ A KK R E
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Even though 2020 was a difficult g
year, we witnessed a lot of love |
and goodness from God and our §&
friends. We are especially grateful §
for the great kindness of our ™
many friends who brought us
groceries and other things we i
needed like toilet papers, hand sanitizers, cleaning supphes

and even homemade face masks. May God reward them a
hundredfold! &% 20204 R#FWH—4F, RFANFET £
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Fall’s colourful display signaled the coming of winter and the
closing of the year 2020. As
certain as Spring will come
again and the sun will rise
again each morning even at
times behind dark stormy
clouds, we can be certain of
God’s everlasting love and care
for us.
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May our heavenly Mother strengthen our trust in God so as to
conquer all fears and anxieties! May
Jesus Christ, God made visible,
sustain our hope in Him and grant us
Peace, knowing that all will be fine for
those who believe in Him!
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We will be praying especially for you during our Chrismas
Z Novena and Masses. Please return
the prayer request slip to us before
December 16. May God bless you and
your loved ones with a very joyful
Christmas and a New Year filled with
a8 His blessings!
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