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not overcome (L.
- John 1:5

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The second year of the pandemic continues to be a very
difficult year for many all over the world. Fear and anxiety
continue to loom heavily upon humanity. Who can deliver
us from this misery? Where can we find hope for a future
with peace and joy? For Christians, the answer is clear —
God, God alone can deliver us and give us hope. Being love
itself, God created mankind upon whom he bestowed his
love and shared his life. His plan for us has always been
peace and not affliction. Where there is darkness, he
always brings forth light. God said: Let there be light. And
light came forth as God’s first gift to the world. Misery
enters when we reject God’s love and exert our indepen-
dence from God, our Creator. Still, God does not abandon
us. In his wisdom, he sent his only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into the world to die on the cross to liberate and
reconcile us to God. Jesus is the true Light of the world -
God the Father’s greatest gift to the world. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion points out his decisive triumph over death, the price of
sin that holds the world in darkness by the Evil one. Today,
the Risen Lord continues to shine upon our darkness. He
challenges us to believe in him. The thick darkness around
us has not overcome him.
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Against the backdrop of the pandemic, Pope Francis fittingly
drew on the divine assistance of St. Joseph, the most powerful
Saint after the Blessed Virgin Mary, and proclaimed 2021 as a
special year of St. Joseph. Over 2000 years ago, this Patron
Saint of the Universal Church guarded the Infant Jesus and his

‘ Mother from many dangers and silently
provided for them in great fidelity. Today
we too can count on his help. In fact, our
community has experienced in many ways
of his divine interventions in the past year.
May our devotion to him obtain for us his
unfailing protection and guidance! 7% %
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Our Chapel has continued to be closed to the public due to the
Covid-19 restrictions. Yet, by divine providence, we continue
having daily Eucharistic celebrations, thanks to our resident
Chaplain Fr. Dominic Borg, OCD. With deep gratitude to God
for this great blessing of sheltering T

us in his house, we unceasingly “g
hold our afflicted brothers and
sisters all over the world in our
hearts and prayers, imploring
God’s divine mercy and help upon
them. gy A5 Mk o R, &M
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In God’s light, we see his hand in all the events of our life. We
witness his power that turns evil into good. The COVID-19
restrictions that isolate people have also brought about many
spiritual programs in the internet that are drawing souls closer
to God. It is a great blessing for us to be able to attend Fr.
Dominic’s weekly online Bible Study on the Book of Revela-
tion. Father labors with love on ..
this last book of the Bible and |u
reads countless books to unlock its [
mysteries for us. £ L EHW LR T B
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Though writing for the persecuted Christians of the first centu-
1y, this book’s enduring message is still meaningful for Chris-
tians today. It exhorts Christians in all times to stand firm in
falth despite the threat of adversity and to wait patiently for
- ) the fulfilment of God’s mighty promis-
s es of salvation and glory in his eternal
Bl kingdom. The triple blessings for
those who read, listen and heed its
prophetic message make this book
: even more worthwhile for studying.
May the word of God always be the light of our path and
nourish our spiritual life to reach maturity in Christ. %3 A<
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Weareblessed tobe ableto attend a weekly two-year online formation
program given by the English-speaking faculty of our Discalced
Carmelite Order’s Teresianum, the Pontifical ’Iheologlcal Faculty
and Pontifical Institute of Spirituality. This
program greatly enriches our spiritual
knowledge, making our apostolate of i
prayer ever more fruitful and efficacious.
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As in many families, we have had days that we feel confound-
ed. Yet, in patience and in hope we come through with
stronger faith. Early May, our eldest member, Sr. Teresa had a
major heart attack. Thanks be to God that she had a complete
recovery after the surgery. End of May, our young novice, Sr.
Rebecca was diagnosed with an invasive cancer. Thanks be to
God that it was in the early stage and with the great outpouring
of prayers, she survived the surgenes and chemotherapy
treatment. We pray that with &
God’s mercy, she will continue |
to do well after the radiation |,
treatment and have a |
complete recovery. ## % X )
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In May we had the joy of receiving Catherine into our commu-
nity. Since she had experience in the monastic life, we
received permission to exempt her from
two years of her formation period. On July
16, the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, she received the holy habit and
became Sr. Catherine of the Holy Spirit and
ofthe Sacred Heart of Jesus. Z& F , &
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On October 7, the feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary, our Sr. Anna Maria of the Most _
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate |
Heart of Mary, made her Solemn Profes-
sion of vows during the Eucharistic
celebration in which Bishop Ivan Camell-
eri presided with four other priests concel-
ebrating. Though only a few of her close
friends could attend, it was a beautiful an
joyful day for everyone. Z+ At HHXK |
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Early spring, we were given a few dozens of Perilla seedlings.
- They were very happy in our vegetable garden
and produced for us many months of fragrant
leaves to make delicious pickle
Kkaennip and Kimchi. 2%, & &
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In his free time, Fr. Dominic finds joy in using hlS calpentry
skills and his large collection of tools to help us in many differ-
ent ways. Our work areas are very organlzed now mth the

custom-made shelves that he careful-
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He traded his friendship with a wild crow for a couple of cute
Finches with whom he shares his sweet home. Occasionally he
went fishing and shared his catch with
@ | us for fishing is very much a passion of
tier his. We found him having more
success in catching men than fish
| though. And we wonder why? 3£
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Last year the General Definitory of our Discalced Carmelite
Order transferred the territory of Ontario from the Province of
Malta to the Province of Karnataka-Goa, India. It was in this
year on September 30, for the occasion of our election, that we
had the opportunity to meet our new Superior, the Provincial
Delegate, Fr. Jerald D’Souza, OCD Since our Sr. Carmehna is
from Goa, it did not take f§
long for us to feel at home g
in his presence. It is
exciting to know that we
are now part of a Province
that has over 200 friars
that are ministering in
multiple continents
including India. %4F, RMFIEERE WL HAR G
LERHZ KB LAY EN RN AR EH-RTE, A4
ENAZTHEMAA AR EREAMANIFTRLE, £ ERAEKF
Jerald D’'Souza, OCD€ . 24 E £ HRFIHRET 2|
B, HREMKIRENBLRERM, RARKERLE
Wik, ANEEHE, HORMBRBA—ERA_EFSMHL
BE, EWERSEANBRE WL G

We were elated that Mother Therese was once again elected as
our Prioress. May God richly bless and reward her for her
continued loving care to each sister in the community. & fFifR
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In the future when we look back, we may realize that today’s
rough time is actually a time of God’s great mercy on us. Itis a
time for us to decide if we will let Baby Jesus and his Mother
Mary in when St. Joseph knocks
on the door of our hearts. Will
we let his light illuminate our
vision and accept his invitation §
to walk with him in the light of
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May we each day, through the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, with the help of the Holy Spirit grow in faith,
hope and love of our God. His light shines in the darkness and
the darkness has not
overcome it. In him alone
we have hope and obtain
® deliverance from  our
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We are deeply grateful to you and our many friends who made
countless sacrifices to directly or indirectly support our hidden
apostolate of prayer for the world. May God richly bless and
reward you. We beg God to bestow upon you
and your loved ones a very blessed Christmas
Season and a prosperous New Year filled with
God’s Light, Love, Peace and Joy! RFIEER
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Carmel of the Infant Jesus
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