2016 Christmas Greetings, ™

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”

-Matt. 1.23
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” (Lk. 19.7)
People grumbled when Zacchaeus was told that Jesus must

stay at his house today. Yet, this is the meaning of Christmas,

that God became flesh to dwell “among” us sinners who
are in desperate need of his redemption.

Our recently canonized Carmelite Saint Elizabeth of the
Trinity gives us further insight that the Most Holy Trinity,
in fact dwells “within” us, in the inmost depth of our soul.

Pope St. John Paul II presented her as
“a brilliant witness of love and joy and
a Carmelite Prophet
of the indwelling presence of God”.
She profoundly experienced Christ as the
one who comes to reveal to us the Father’s
love and to lead us to share in the divine
life of Trinitarian love.
She wrote to her mother:
“Oh, may the Master (Christ) reveal to you his divine presence,
it is so pleasant and sweet,
it gives so much strength to the soul;
to believe that God loves us to the point of living in us,
to become the Companion of our exile,
our Confidant, our Friend at every moment.”
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She claims that, with faith in simplicity, we can find heaven
on earth by simply entering into
the inmost depths of our being.
May our new saint, with Mary our
Mother and their great silence and
deep recollection, help us find the
true Peace and Joy of Christmas,
journeying into the depths of our
being where God awaits our praise
and adoration.

HEBRFAER EFTRIARE, RERMAEGCENEARE
ANRFEQCHERZ R, R B 2535 | 5 fo e ] o 37
ELWEIET, EAMARRELKOE, RTHERMELS
ERZ|E LE, BHRERTINRFRKE

Our new Carmelite Saint also sees all events of life as “sacraments
that reveal God’s presence”. They
invite our generous gift of self to
love and serve him in our brothers
and sisters. Surely in the past year
God was very much present within
and among us!
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Our heartfelt gratitude to God’s presence was felt in the
spiritual and temporal support that our priests, friends,
benefactors and volunteers gave to us over the year that made
our way of life possible.
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We were blessed by visits from near and far.
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The Archbishop of Toronto,
Cardinal Thomas Collins spent
a day during the Christmas
Season with us.
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Archbishop Savio Hon from
Rome came to visit us on
January 1st, 2016.
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Archbishop Richard Smith of
Edmonton, Alberta paid us a
visit on August 4.
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Vincentian Fr. Mathew
Naickomparambil and Fr.
Joby Kachappilly of the
Divine Retreat Center

of India gave us a day retreat
with a special Mass on
August 2.
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Monsignor John Pilkauskas
of our Sacred Heart Parish
celebrated the Holy Easter
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We had Fr. Jay Comerford of
the Niagara Falls Carmelite
Retreat Center to give us a
retreat on the Saints and
Blesseds of our Carmelite i e
Family. Their images filled up

the walls of our parlor!
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We welcomed with joy Our Lady of Sorrows,
Protectress of Modugno, and St. Rocco into
our midst as the Toronto Modugnese
community has entrusted these two
precious statues into our care.
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on our grounds on his feast day'
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God blessed us with the gift of two Solemn Professions. Sr.

Lisa of Divine Mercy made her Profession on December 8, 2015.
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Sr. Carmelina of the Blessed Sacrament was solemnly
professed on April 30, 2016.
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entrance of Agnes and Cindy
on June 29, 2016 and July 16,
2016, respectively. In no time,
| they adjusted well into our
Carmelite life!
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We are especially delighted B
that God brought Sr. Pauline  [59
of the Malta Carmel to us and
sent her some snow in June! ¢
Her three months with us was §
a most wonderful time of
spiritual and cultural exchange! !
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God is so merciful to
give us the much needed
resources to build a new
vestibule for our Chapel
# entrance which will provide
a shelter for our visitors

: and year-round handicap
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Through the new farmer
that God sent, 60 acres of
our land were turned into
an organic farm, yielding
delicious beet, spinach, kale,
carrots, celantro, bokchoy
and winter radish.
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Our own vegetable garden too
yielded many pounds of potatoes,
egg plants, zuchinni, squash
and one big pumpkln weighing 58 pounds! We feel so blessed to
be able to always enjoy fresh vegetables just out of our own backyard!
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With the help of the Ontario
government’s 50 Million
Tree Program, God is
transforming over 12 acres
of our open areas into a
managed forest. 8,600
tree seedlings of Spruce,
Pine and Oak were planted . . ’ .
in different locations this spring. Desplte the summer drought
they are surviving quite well! We just cannot wait to contemplate
e God’s beauty in these
| forested areas in the
. coming years!
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We continue to thank God for our volunteers, whose labor

of love helps to sustain the beauty
of our grounds so that all who »
come may experience the peaceful 3
presence of God. ;
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- Last year was truly a Jubilee year
. of mercy and grace to us! Even
our puppy praised the Lord with
' us as she grew into her duty as
our new guard dog!
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“Jesus’ staying at Zacchaeus’s house was for his salvation...
His supreme duty was to carry out the Father’s plan for
humanity, which was fulfilled by his Life, Death, Crucifixion
and Resurrection...Jesus is not resigned to closures but always
opens, always opens to new areas of life; He does not halt at
appearances but looks at the heart.” (Pope Francis) May we
too open our eyes to the events of our life and see God’s
presence in them and give God a generous response of our
gift of self like our Saints. We pray you all have a Merry
Christmas and a blessed New Year!
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www.myvocationislove.ca



