“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.”
- Luke 1:38

F, Lk, BRRNERRARE.
- B miEE 1:38

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

When we adore our Infant Savior, we cannot help but be drawn
also with tender devotion towards his Blessed Mother. Itis

so that she can be our Mother, for through her we can be re-
born into eternal life in Jesus Christ, that God made her the
Mother of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Obedience of Faith Her fateful consent to the word of God
forever changed the destiny of humanity. She restored our life
and untied forever Eve’s disobedience that brought death. Her
obedience of faith was a response on behalf of all of us to God’s
invitation to participate in his love and divinity. Ever since that
blessed moment, she has given herself entirely to her Son and
to his redemptive work and has never ceased to help her children
on their way back to the Father.
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Our Heavenly Mother’s Plead This year our Church
celebrated the 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s apparition
in Fatima. The Fatima message is ever more urgent and
relevant to our troubled world today. g™ -
While she encourages and urges us ’ ~='_ ‘
to pray the Rosary as the means to f AN

achieve peace in the world, she also ‘
consoled us that her Immaculate
Heart will triumph in the end. May
we imitate her wholehearted response
to God and help Christ bring his love,
peace and joy to the world and all
those around us!
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Our Silver Jubilee True to be our Mother and Patroness,
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel has showered upon
our Carmel with countless blessings throughout the 25 years
that our Carmel has been founded in Canada. Surely, our
foundress Mother Emmanuel, Sr. Mary and Sr. Cecilia who
had gone before us, must be praising God with us when we
celebrated our Silver Jubilee
on September 3, 2017. It was
a joyful time of thanksgiving
to God and reunion with our
o dl_ many friendsand benefactors
~ w4 who had been supporting us
over all these years.
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The Thanksgiving Mass
was celebrated by our
Provincial Delegate, Fr.
Dominic Borg, OCD in the
presence of many priests
and friends.
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Our Humble Beginning .... From Markam to Zephyr
Mother Emmanuel, in her late seventies led the foundation of our
Carmel from Hong Kong to Canada. On Apnl 8, 1992, she arrived
with Mother Therese, Sr. Mary and - 2

Sr. Rose mMarkhdm Sr.Veronica g
arrived later in September. Sr. Cecilia 3
was the first to join the community
and she made her First Profession in H®

These six sisters became the
foundation stones building up our
Carmel of the Infant Jesus of
Prague in Canada.
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Adapting the small house to our

cloistered monastic life was quite
a challenge!
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As time passed, the need for
a more spacious permanent
monastery became emminent.
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Thanks to divine providence and our generous benefactors,
in 2006 we were able to move into our permanent monastery
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A Shower of Blessings As Infant Jesus has promised, the
more we honor him, the more he will bless us. Throughout our
25 years in Canada, we have seen him bestowing us with his
special love and providential care.
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On the Feast of the Visitation, Sr. Mary Esther
of the Most Holy Trinity and of the Holy Face
of Jesus made her First Profession of Vows.

REE=RNREFFAXRGLREA=
+—H B,

On June 29, 2017, Agnes received the holy
habit of Our Lady and became Sister Agnes
of the Child Jesus and of the Holy Face.
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Two weeks later, on 3
July 16, 2017, the .
Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Cindy also received the holy habit and became
Sister Angela Thomas of the Cross. 7 i #
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Many friends from afar came to visitus ... £
Cardinal Joseph Zen of Hong Kong visited
us with Fr. Peter Chin, Cssr, of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in downtown Toronto .
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Taiwan’s Archbishop Peter Liu
and Bishop Martin Su celebrated
Mass with us on the Feast of

St. Peter and Paul. &% W4k
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Fr. Francis Chong C.D.D. of St.
Agnes Kouying Tsao Parish celebrated Mass i
with us before he returned to Taiwan to =
assume his new ministry as Father General
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Fr. Denis Kong, Tl
SDB, came to visit Vi 1. Mgl
us with friends of P& ek -
our community.

R4 A I M R o — i B A%
EEH RN,

It was a great blessing that some of our long time friends like Fr. Peter
Leung, Fr. James Wan and some major benefactors were with us
during our Silver Jubilee celebration.
We still have fresh memories of Fr. Leung
celebrating Mass with us in Markham!
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We had the great joy of celebrating our community Confessor
Monsignor John Pilkauskas’ 50th Priestly Ordination Armwersary
and his 8oth birthday in our large : _
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It was moving to witness the devotion
of our young aspirant, little Teresa, when
b she received her First Holy Communion
[ ﬁ'om Fr. Dominic Borg, OCD in our Chapel.
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God is so good! Both our vegetable garden and our organic farm
yielded a plentiful harvest of many different kinds of vegetables
this year!!!

ARERH| SR R0 s
AREFE AR, BRAME g
I REZ E 5 Siza

Unfortunately, our ground is infested with the Dog Strangling
vine, an invasive vine which threatens the growth of the new tree

plantations we established last year.
We were very grateful that our volun-
teers came to help us clear them to

stop them from spreading. /& 7 #
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More Than a Hundredfold This July God granted us a
most special grace of acquiring the small property located
right at our front entrance.
The inclusion of this
half-acre property now
makes our land a total

of 101 acres. Compared to
Markham’s one acre, we
found ourselves most undeserving to receive the more than a hund-
redfold reward!
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This addition is essential to maintain
the security and tranquility of our life
here. Also, from it we obtain power
for our new front gate so we no
longer need to walk all the way to
open and close the gate manually.
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Ma}, this be a corner for resting body

irit in God! 2 {43 228\
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I:.mmmme:' “God is With Us” Christmas is a beautiful reminder
that God is with us! And his Mother too is with us! We are never left
alone to deal with all the toils of this earthly journey. Our heavenly
Mother’s love for us far exceeds those of the earthly mothers put
together. She always watches over us as she did our Infant Jesus.
May we imitate her wholehearted response to God and help bring
Jesus into theworld.In  po

every moment, we too can’
say like her, “Behold, I am
the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me
according to your word.”
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You mfﬂ] be remembered in our Christmas Novena of Masses. May
God bless you with a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year'!
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