In this way the love of God was revealed to us;
God sent his only Son into the world
s0 that we may have life through him.
-1 John 4:9
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Who can fathom the mind or the heart of God unless he
reveals himself to us? For our sake, in his goodness and
wisdom, God communicates himself to us in stages, in
words and in deeds. His love and plan for us was “fully”
revealed when he sent his beloved Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, into the world.
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Christmas is the season we celebrate this great revelation —
the depth of God’s love — that the Second Person of the
Most Holy Trinity emptied and humbled himself to
become man, that we may have life through him! Christ’s
words and deeds, particularly in his Passion, Death and
Resurrection reveal God’s love and his self-gift to us.
Christ’s life is an invitation and a model of our response to
God’s love with our love and gift of self to him.
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Like St. Paul and all the Saints, touched and transformed
by God’s love, may we too have the grace to say “it is no
longer T who live, but Christ
i who lives in.me; and the life I
now live in the flesh, I live by
¢ faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for
me.” (Galatians 2:20). # &
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We pray that in this Christmas Season, reflecting on this
great revelation and mystery, all of us will be more deeply
touched by this self-giving g
love of Christ and respond [
generously to help God spread N8
his Love, Peace and Joy on @&
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In spite of our medioc-
rity, God never ceases
to communicate
himself to us for his
§ very nature is love.
Beyond the ordinari-
ness of our daily

. events, in joys and in
sorrows, we see his lovmg hand protecting and guiding
our community. With immense gratitude to God and to
you who make our way of life possible, we share with you
incidents from this past year that show how we were
touched by his love for us ... & & 118 F L0, K A K
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We were marvellously nourished by the spiritual confer-
ences given to us by different sp1r1tua1 masters who came
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We were blessed to have Fr. Francis Ching of Companion
of the Cross to give us a retreat on Unity in the Community
to begin our Lenten Season. The
retreat touched upon the models of
Alcoholics Anonymous, the Five
Languages of Love and the DISC
personality  profile. Knowing
people’s behaviors and their dispo-
sitions, we are better able to love
them as they wish to be loved. 7 ¥
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Fr. Jacques Philips of the Community of Beatitudes taught
us that the Beatitudes are the eight doors to enter Heaven
and are the secret entrances to the Heart of Jesus. These
gospel values are the key to live in harmony with others.
He encouraged us to look toJ esus, the Source, and ask him
; ; : for the grace of

|| transformation
and new birth.
; We were glad
¥ i Wl that our neigh-
= m : _ B hors and friends

: . “me. joined us in his
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Many friends came to share our joy on the blessed
occasion that Fr. Raymond So, our longtime friend, came
to celebrate his first Mass at our chapel May God bless
him and send us more | e~
priestly and religious ;
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En route to the triennial OCDS
Congress in Toronto, our Father
Provincial Juan DeBono, OCD spent
five days with us. Through the writings =~ y
of our Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity, he = .. &'
taught us the truth that God dwells in = g
the deepest center of our soul where he
awaits our
~ adoration. Our ==
 Saint writes that suffering is a
- pledge of God’s love for us for in it
we can become more conformed
to his likeness. These are not easy
lessons but if one accepts this
truth, one lives in peace and
serenity. #11% K &4 & &Fr. Juan DeBono, OCD A jm#
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We were blessed by the many
friends who from near and afar
visited us. Even our monastery
was blessed: =~ Rev. Ivan
Camilleri, V.G., Chancellor of
Spiritual Affairs of the Archdio- ¥
cese of Toronto blessed our -
newly installed vestibule and our
Father Provincial blessed the
___ rest of our monastery! %11
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Inside the cloister we share
the sufferings of the world. This year some sisters
contracted shingles, had surgeries and suffered other
health issues. The paths to recovery were
not easy, but they were great opportuni

ties to offer with our prayers, these
sufferings united to Christ, for blessings
on the world. # 14 &t M 7F Fl A 24
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Our consecrated life is all about the gift of our “self” to God
by serving him in our communi-
ty. It was such a joy to see our Sr.
Anna Maria made her First
Profession this April and Chris-
tina joined our community this
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» ; Three of our sisters attended
% a formation meeting of nuns
g in California in October. It
B was a precious time of learn-
4 ing and growth in commu-
nion with others. The joy
they brought back was truly
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It has not been easy to maintain our large property and
monastery. Yet, God in his great kindness, sent us many
volunteers from Catholic schools and parishes to help us
maintain our flower and vegetable gardens and even repair
our brickwork. -
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We are very grateful too for
& our benefactors who support-
# cd us in the maintenance of
our property, especially in the

repair of our septic system,
the roof and the driveway.
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We cherish also =
our many kind and
generous friends
who bring us
‘ 3 groceries, provide
lawn care, indoor maintenance and
chauffeur our sisters to their #%
doctors’ appointments... F17F+ &
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We pray that God will richly bless
. and reward you as we keep you and
& your loved ones in our hearts and
prayers espeaally during our
Christmas Novena and Masses!
Please send us back your prayer
intentions before December
16th. May God’s love fill your §S&s
heart with his Peace and Joy in [g
this holy Season and in the New
Year!!! #TIRRKKEBBRLE
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Carmel of the Infant Jesus
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