19 Christmas Greetings

Mary was the mother of Jesus
who is called the Messiah.
- Mt. 1:16
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christmas is the joyful season that we commemorate and
celebrate God’s great mercy on humanity. The second
Person of the Blessed Trinity, our Redeemer and Lord
Jesus Christ who reconciled us to God the Father, was
born of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In this great mysterious
exchange: Mary, a creature became the mother of the
Creator, and, Jesus Christ became man, a creature like us.
What could have done this? It is nothing but the great
virtue of humility on their part - Jesus Christ emptied
himself and came down from heaven while God exalted
Mary because of her lowliness. The Almighty has done
great things for her and all generations call her blessed!
How fitting it will be for us during this holy Season to
meditate on the humility of Jesus and Mary and with
gratitude learn from them this supreme way of pleasing
God! Through their intercession, may we too be drawn
into the divine life of the Most Holy Trinity and through
Mary, our heavenly Mother, with Jesus bring forth Light,
Love and Life to the world!
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Living under the mantle of Our
Lady, with Jesus inside the
cloister, we gratefully recount all
the great things that God has done [
for us in this past year.... %
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On May 13, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, Rebecca
B joined our community. She is a
Canadian born Chinese and her
family is also very active in the
Church. May Blessed Mother
watch over our new blossom in the
garden of Carmel.
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On the Solemnity of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, July 16, in the
presence of her parents, the Korean
community in Toronto and our many |
friends, we witnessed the beautiful
ceremony of the First Profession of
Vows of our Sr. Angela Thomas of
the Cross. It was a beautiful day for
all as she courageously furthered her
commitment in the gift of her life to
serve God and his Church. We pray

. ; that many more young
men and women will
accept God’s invitation
to priesthood and
i religious life!
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Our community is truly blessed
to be continually served by
many priests who come from }
near and far to celebrate Mass
for us. Early this year, Monsi-
gnor John Pilkauskas who
came regularly to help us,
became sick and was no longer able to come. Thanks be to God
that other priests generously stepped in to take his place for us.
We are glad to see Monsignor has recovered and in September he
came back to visit us and celebrated Mass for us! RFHRAE, &
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This year we have invited several priests to come and give us talks and
retreats. These included Rev. Fr.
Thomas Reeves, OCD from the
Redland Retreat Center in Califor-
nia, our Rev. Father Provincial Juan
DeBono, OCD from Malta, Rev. Fr.
John O'Neil fnom the Felician !
=y Universi- =
ty in New
Jersey
8 and Rev. Fr. RusselRaJ,OCDﬁ'omIndla.
We pray that with God’s help we will bear
abundant fruits from all this special
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Many groups from different parishes also visited us and held
spiritual functions here. Some came to pray and then help us with
the strenuous indoor and outdoor cleaning work. May God richly
bless and reward their kindness and gener031ty'
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The Lord has done great things too on our grounds and on our
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Our organic farm was much more productive this year for
the land was tiled this spring to improve its drainage. 44
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To fix the damage of excessive moisture, much brickwork
repairs were made to different parts of our building. 3%k
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The broken and uneven patio slabs of our walkways were
replaced by poured concrete slabs. This winter our snow
shoveling will be a lot easier! % s — g R fu R I B
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The salvageable pétio slabs now make a very nice perime-
ter for our vegetable garden. i H ¥ F & AL EEXE
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The swale on the east side of the house had been regraded
and a small retaining wall was built to prevent rain water
from leaking into the house whenever there are heavy
downpours. % BRE WA = AE LB/ AEE, i
%T—ﬁ¢%ﬁi% u%iﬁﬁkﬁ%ﬁiﬁkﬁémo

Freeze-thaw effect had left our driveway cracked and
broken in numerous places. Thank God for the three good
weather days when the repaving and resealing were done!
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Our own vegetable garden had a bountiful harvest. The
winner was a squash that weighed 35 pounds which we
shared among our friends and benefactors. & ] B B.# %
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Our cloistered life is to imitate Mary’s hidden life with
Jesus in Nazareth. Our vocation would not have been
made possible without
the generous support
of our friends and
benefactors like you.
We pray that God will
richly bless and
reward you! We are
especially keeping you
and all your loved
ones in our prayers
during our Christmas Novena and Masses. Please send us
back your prayer intentions
before December 16th. We pray
that the humility of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the Blessed
Virgin Mary may take root in [
our heart so that we too may live
like saints, in quiet joy and .

peace during this holy Season and in the New Year!
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Carmel of the Infant Jesus -
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www.myvocationislove.ca




