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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The greatest of all beings became the littlest.
Who but Love has accomplished this wonder!
Love impelled God’s condescension to send His
only Son to the world as an offering for our sins,
that we might have life through Him. It is not
that we have loved God but that He has loved us.
The confusion and distress we experience in the
world today tend to distract us from God’s love
and draw us into despair. Yet, Jesus Christ our
Saviour took flesh so that God may dwell among
us. Jesus’ life, His passion, death and resurrection,
reveal God’s plan for each one of us — to share
His life eternally in heaven. Through the
heavenly intercession of our Mother Mary and
the Church Triumphant, may we too embrace
God’s love and mercy, and endure patiently the
sufferings of this life until our mission on earth is

accomplished. May nothing ever divert us from
this truth that Heaven is our true homeland and
our time on earth is only a pilgrimage to serve
God. Let us cast all our anxieties on God
through prayer, so that the peace of Christ may
reign in our hearts and minds. With deep
gratitude, we see all the events in our community
with faith ...
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As the year 2023 marked the 150™ birthday of
Saint Thérése and the 100" anniversary of her
beatification, Pope Francis issued a beautiful
Apostolic Exhortation “On Confidence in the
Merciful Love of God” expounding her timeless
message which has great relevance for all of
us. We had made plans for a solemn public
celebration on October 1, with Most Reverend
Francis Leo, our new Archbishop of Toronto, as
the main celebrant. Regrettably, our sisters
contracted COVID-19 in September, and the
event had to be cancelled for the safety of all. We
now look forward to celebrating in 2025 the 100"
anniversary of her canonization. While
quarantine imposed a sudden pause on our
community life, we surrendered ourselves to the
new desert experience which offered us rest
and prayer in silence and solitude.
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On February 11%, we rejoiced at the news that
Bishop Francis Leo of Montreal would become
the new Archbishop of Toronto, and on March
25" we watched the online streaming of his
installation at St. Michael’s Cathedral. We
greatly appreciated the honour of His Grace
visiting our community on May 19®. We
admired His Grace's holiness, simplicity and love
of our contemplative life - all we believe comes
from his profound Marian devotion. As the only
wholly contemplative women community in our
Archdiocese, we reaffirm His Grace of our
commitment to serve and support his ministry
with our prayers and sacrifices inside the cloister.
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On February 2™, the Feast
of the Presentation of Our
Lord, we thanked God for
bringing Eunike Go to our
community. May God grant
her the grace of
perseverance as she began
her Postulancy.
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On May 13, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, Sr.
Rebecca made her First Profession of Vows in the
presence of her family and friends, with Fr. Francis
Ching, CC, as the main
celebrant. It was a beautiful day
as she furthered her
commitment in the gift of self
to serve God in His Church.
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On July 16", the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Archbishop Francis Leo was the main
celebrant of the very joyful occasion of Sr. Angela
Thomas' renewal of Vows and Sr. Mary Catherine's
First Profession of Vows. Both sisters have great

devotion to Mary, and we pray that Mary, Mother and
Queen of
Carmel,
protects
them
under her

mantle. ‘
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In July, we also had the joyful fraternal visit of Fr.
Pius James D’Souza OCD, second Definitor General
and Fr. Sylvester
D’Souza, OCD,
Provincial of the
Karnataka-Goa

Province, India.
We shared a
great time
learning  about
our Carmelite
brothers and sisters in other parts of the world.
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Our Chaplain Fr. Dominic Borg,
OCD contracted bronchitis early
thls year, after celebrating h1s
75" birthday on December 30",
2022, and again after Easter. No
sooner had he felt better then he
resumed his ministries on the
road, on the phone or online.
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We were having great difficulty finding a new family
doctor early this year. By the grace
of God, He granted us Dr. Jennifer
Wilson, MD. The very inspiring
book “Grant Us Tomorrow” is
her medical memoir of the many
touching stories for the past 15
years of her missionary work in
Ghana with an international team
of medical professionals and her
family with five children.

BAAFRERMOTERL > AR P L
B #IF K F W T84 Dr. Jennifer Wllson, MD - 4
A EMESE: CGHEMTAR el &+ A b
) —R BB B A B AIEN TR BRATE > R
7 HIHOAR AABIZF 09 R BEHTF o

In Spring, we welcomed the donation of a very
precious and beloved statue of

the Infant Jesus. His bending Q
posture with arms opened seems

always so solicitous. May we =
imitate His virtues of humility

and love as we honour Him and
consecrate ourselves to Him!
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2023 was our second year into
beekeeping. The four colonies
! of honey bees in spring grew
into fifteen colonies going
into winter this year. Our

o 1 beesy sisters found it
fascmatmg workmg with them. The abundance of
honey crop resulted in successful fundraisers at three
parishes. We are deeply grateful for the very kind
support of our priests and friends!
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Our heartfelt gratitude to our many benefactors,
volunteers and friends whose generous support make
our way of life possible. We pray that God rewards
you a hundredfold! With confidence in God's love in
this time of anxiety, may we intensify our prayers and
may they be the fulcrum that lifts the world and its
misery to God, Who alone can turn all evil into good
and give us peace. May you and all your loved ones
be blessed with a very joyful Christmas and New
Year!
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Carmel of the Infant Jesus
www.myvocationislove.ca




